FRENCH INDO-CHINA

has created a race of semi-Chinese, superior in almost every respect to

the indigenous populations.

Hindus

Aside from minor activities as coachmen and merchants, the vast
majority of Indians in the colony are usurers. As traders, they under-
sell even the Chinese, who in turn are cheaper than European shops.
of these Hindus come from the Malabar or Coromandel Coasts.
Some of them are Catholics from the French towns of India. But the
majority are Moslems or Hindus who, through a remarkable industry
in counterfeit papers, pretend to be French citizens. This is the basis
of their importance in Cochin-China, where they form a large slice of
an exceptionally venal electorate,1 and where they may hold office
denied to the Annamites. Not only do the Annamites feel themselves
racMly superior to the Hindus, who are in some cases their judges,
but they are outraged at being legally and economically inferior to
in their own country. Under the Blanchy regime in Cochia-
Cbi&ay this situation became patently ridiculous. Hindus were given
fill pay and regular leaves of absence, on the same basis as Europeans,
to recover from the disastrous effects of an Asiatic climate upon their
Certainly the privileged position of these Indians is not com-
their utility to the country, and is simply a practical joke
perpetrated by the French Revolution.
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